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BIOGRAPHY / ALENA FOUSTKOVÁ 
 

Alena Foustková graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague with an M.F.A. in 1982, 

majoring in printmaking under the guidance of Professor Ladislav Čepelák. In 1984 she and her 

husband decided to leave the then Czechoslovakia. They moved to Toronto, Canada, becoming 

Canadian citizens in 1988 and in 1989 their son Jan was born. Alena and her family moved back to 

Prague, the Czech Republic, at the end of 1995. Up to 2009 she worked for international advertis-

ing agencies as an Art Director and Creative Director. She received numerous awards for excellence 

in advertising. Alena has devoted her time mainly to a fine arts career since 2009. She also teaches 

at various international universities, including: Empire State College, SUNY, International Programs - 

Lebanon and Prague Programs (adjunct faculty), University of New York in Prague (UNYP), Prague College and New York University. 

 

Alena focuses in her work on social issues and the effects of media and com-

munication on today’s society. “The artist in an almost meditative enclosure 

(or nearly prison-like?) cuts up all types of newspapers that surround us, into 

appropriate forms and glued them together creating paper bags (!!!!!) hung 

on hooks, again, in a sort of a minimalist structure ... But here, the interaction 

with the audience is even more important: we have also been asked to realize 

not only the aesthetic qualities but, primarily, the semantics of the commu-

nication sequence chosen: and then that which most surprises or upsets us, 

properly inflated with our breath the bags are ... slammed against....”  

(from a catalogue, Blansko, 2011, by Dr. Jiří Valoch)  

 

For Alena, the 

recurring symbol 

and a semantic sign in the past few year has been the ubiquitous barcode known also  

as the UPC. It represents something like a portrait of our society in Alena’s work.  

“Alena Foustková introduces the barcode as a new, modern, but also as an extremely 

ambivalent phenomenon into our contemporary visual culture.”  

(from a catalogue, Blansko, 2011, by Dr. Jiří Valoch) 
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+420 604 210 236 / foustkalena@hotmail.com / www.alenafoustkova.wordpress.com / www.artlist.com

At the exhibition in New York Alena introduces two cycles: 

“Where is my home“ , the title of the Czech National Anthem, 

signifying the author‘s interpretation of emigration and lon-

ging for a homeland. The motif of barcodes is an inspirati-

on for the second cycle called the “Seven Deadly Sins“. The 

barcodes represent an abstract portrait of our society being 

dominated by commercialized structures and material values.  

It has been transformed into a series of original drawings by 

creating the repetition of specific barcodes with a unique pat-

tern for each piece.


